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Welcome to the July 2009 edition of MCC’s monthly digest, bringing you the news from our multi-cultural market.

Please feel free to comment on any of the issues at mcc@webershandwick.com - we look forward to hearing from you.

For more up to date news and views check out our MCC website www.multi-culturalcommunications.com and Rakhee's blog

www.candidculture.com.

MCC’s World

Foreign and Commonwealth Office: Know Before You Go
(KBYG) campaign at Africa Oye

o i |

Liverpool at Africa Oye,
the UK’s largest free African music festival. The team were
promoting the message of travel safety to festival goers who
either travel to Africa on holiday or to visit family and friends.
The team were there with our branded yellow KBYG Tro Tro
(African taxi), which caught much attention from festival goers
and media on the day. Our campaign ambassador, leading
actor and playwright Kwame Kwei-Armah ramped up interest
as he went on stage, spoke with fans, had photo shoots and
spoke with the press. Interviews took place with Colourful Ra-
dio, BBC Radio Merseyside, CityTalk and Voice of Africa. Click
here to read about the campaign on the Colourful website. For
further information about travelling safely abroad please visit
www.fco.gov.uk/travel.

Hard to Reach...? Really?

Last month, MCC held the What's So Hard to Reach About
The Hard to Reach evening session. Following a thought pro-
voking discussion between our panel of experts and audience
of communications professionals, Rakhee Vithlani, Head of
MCC will be writing a Thought Leadership piece later this
month exploring the term ‘hard to reach’ and suggesting some
of the pragmatic solutions to overcome the seeming challenge
of engaging with hard to reach audiences.

Look out for
# . Krumping is a new street dance-form
IR S originating in South Central Los Ange-
F 1.} les that has become a major part of Hip

I\ !ﬂii m Hop dance culture. Rich Mix arts cen-
= N tre in Bethnal Green, London will be
hosting a Krumping master class this month, so if you want to
learn how to twist, spin and flip, click here for more information.

MCC Calendar

6 July British Asian Musicians Exhibition (Birmingham)
6 July British Asian Trust charity cricket match (London)
7 - 31 July Kildare Multi-cultural Month (Ireland)

9 July Slough Mela (Slough)

11 July Lewisham People’s Day (London)

17-19 July Immergroen Arts and Cultural Festival (London)

18 - 19 July Lambeth Country Show (London)
18 - 19 July Caribbean Carnival of Manchester (Manchester)

News

King of Pop passes away

On Thursday 25 June 2009, Michael Jack-
son, the King of Pop, passed away after
suffering a cardiac arrest in his Los Ange-
les home. Jackson had been accredited
for breaking culture barriers with his music
and being the inspiration behind many
highly successful artists around today.

Diane Abbott sends son to find his African roots

Britain’s first black female MP, Diane Abbott, has enrolled
her son in a sixth form in Ghana so that he can “get in
touch” with his African roots. Having achieved 11 A* grade
GCSEs, James Thompson is now studying for an interna-
tional baccalaureate and has committed to 150 hours of

community service.

Asian radio stations go head to head

/ Asian radio in Britain has seen significant
1 ' ; ' growth over the last few years and three
i g A main stations are leading the way. Out of

w1

’ the 2.5million people of Asian origin living
‘M in Britain, Sunrise Radio, BBC Asian Net-

~ work and Club Asia reach a combined
921,000 listeners a week. DJ Shak, host of Club Asia’s
breakfast show, says that the popularity is down to the sta-

tions “recreating a sense of their roots” through music, cul-
ture, lyrics and relevant discussions.

Strictly Come Dancing aims to appeal to ethnic viewers
In an aim to create a sexier feel and also appeal
é to ethnic viewers, the popular BBC1 dance pro-
I~ gramme has sacked 66 year old choreographer
| and judge Arlene Phillips, with songstress and

ﬁ\ former Strictly champion Alesha Dixon lined up
‘ to take her place. Producers hope that Alesha,

dubbed by Bruce Forsyth as the “British Be-
yonce”, will inject some “youthful glamour” into the show,
allowing it to compete with ITV’s ‘The X Factor’.

Private employers lead the way in workplace diversity

A report by Race for Opportunity (RfO) has revealed that the
public sector is lagging behind private employers in promot-
ing race diversity. Sandra Kerr, RfO’s chief executive said
that “more action is needed to bring policies to life and trans-
late them into real results for ethnic employees.”

MCC Supports

Ngeo Ballet Black is a professional ballet company for
international dancers of black and Asian descent

K that aims to bring ballet to a more culturally di-
verse audience. With dancers originating from the
United Kingdom, United States, Malaysia and Bra-
zil, the company offer community driven classes

and regularly put on performances for the public. For more

information visit their website at www.balletblack.co.uk.

MCC is a specialist Multi-Cultural Communications practice within global Public Relations agency, Weber Shandwick. MCC advises clients on reaching ethnic
minority groups via media and PR strategies
Copyright (C) 2007 *Weber Shandwick* All rights reserved.
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